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Art Unit: 2856 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities. 

a. The applicant refers to reference item numbers 2 and 3 as 
"corbelled" sections. It is unclear what is meant by a **corbelled" section as the 
term "corbel" is generally utilized in architecture to describe a bracket of stone, 
wood, brick, or other building material, projecting from the face of a wall and 
generally used to support a cornice or arch. Reference item numbers 2 and 3 do 
not appear to be brackets. Applicant is requested to utilize a better term of art 
other than "corbel" or "corbelled"; e.g., extension. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

b. On page 5 (line 9) the base plate is shown as having reference item 
number 6 vice 5. Appropriate correction is required. 

c. On page 5 (line 26) the phrase "or other" should be amended to —or 
other container— in order to improve readability. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

d. The applicant refers to reference item 4 as a "drawer". It is unclear 
how reference item 4 is a "drawer" as it appears to be a movable /reciprocating 
member. It is requested that the applicant delete the term "drawer" and replace 
it with a more appropriate term such as "reciprocating member". 

Drawings 

2. The applicant's figures 1 and 2 are acceptable. However, it is requested 
that the applicant furnish a third drawing; e.g., figure lA, that shows the flap in 
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the extended position, the "drawer^ in its upper position, the beaker (reference 
item 14) in its installed position, and powder being accumulated in the groove. 

Claim Objections 

3, Claims 1-3 are objected to because of the following informalities. The 
claims appear to be a literal translation of the applicant's priority document. 
Furthermore, the specification makes no mention of an ""appended part". It is 
assumed that this should be the ^'corbelled section*' which, as noted above, 
should be renamed as an ""extension". Finally, claim 1 refers to the ""drawer" 
having a first position where the groove in the appended part (shown in figure 2) 
and a second position where the groove is beyond the appended part. This adds 
confusion to the claim since it is not expressly stated what member(s) in figure 1 
define an appended part. 

To improve readability the following suggested changes to the claims are 

provided to the applicant. 

1. Powder sampling device comprising: 

an extension app e nd e d p a rt , generally empty of powders, coupled to e f-a 
powder flow channel (1) and having an angled base plate (6) : 

a reciprocating member 4 ^awe^{4) having a groove t raversing a wall of the 
extension appended part, and sliding between a first position where in said a naroove fe 
located above the extension in order to collect a powder sample and (5) i n i t e xt e nds 
into th e app e nd e d part and a second position where in said t he-groove is located within 
the extension in order to release the collected oowder sample, e xt e nds b e yond the 
appended part, the groove being defined bv a ceiling face (7) and an anoled face (8) 
l i m i ted by fac e s (7, 8) wh e re th e powd e r s l i d e s or fal ls; and 

a flap (15) in the flow channel that moves , mov i ng between a withdrawn 
position where it has flo-essential ly no effect on the flow of the powders and an 
extended position where it directs the flow of the powders into the groove app e nd e d 
part, characterized in that the reciprocating member draw e r ( A ) has an essentially 
upright orientation (mor e or les s v e rt i ca l ) and that the groov e i s l i m i t e d by a c eili ng 
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fac e (7) and an angled face (S Vis parallel to and extends from the w hich e xt e nd a base 
plate of the extension app e nd e d part when the reciprocating member dr a w e r is in the 
first position. 

2. Powder sampling device of claim 1, characterized in that: 

th e app e nded p a rt is a corb elle d se ction (2) of th e chann e l (1) and i t' s t he 
base plate (6)-is angled towards the channel; 

the second position is situated below the first position; and 
the flap movement rotates from an essentially vertical , the-withdrawn position 
b ei ng mor e or less v e rt i ca l to an angled, and th e extended position b ei ng angl e d 
through the channel, the extended position allowing the flap to touch fl a p touch i ng the 
base plate just below the groove (§V -when the reciprocating member is in the first 
position of th e drawer {A) , 

3, Powder sampling device of claim 2, characterized in that the flap is a spout 
having pr e s e nting a n incurved section e xt e nd i ng i nto a s e cond corb e lled s e ction of th e 
chann e l . 

Allowdble Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-3 are allowed subject to the corrections noted above. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 

United States Patent 4,024,765 to Abonnenc shows, in figure 14, a 
powder sampling apparatus comprising an appended part (reference item 57). 
The powders will flow via gravity through a channel (reference item 58) leaving 
the appended part generally empty of powder. A flap (reference item 59) is 
rotatable from a generally vertical position to an angled position in order to 
collect a sample of powder. A saimpling probe having a groove can extend into 
the appended part or beyond the extended part. The sampling probe, however, 
is not oriented to be essentially vertical. Vertically-oriented sampling probes are 
known in the art. See, for example. United States Patent 3,091,969 to 
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Romanchuck et al The use of a vertically-oriented sampling probe from 
Romanchuck et al on the device of Abonnenc would allow a plurality of distinct 
samples to be obtained. However, there is still no teaching or suggestion to 
provide a sampling probe whose angled face is an extension of a base plate. 

Conclusion 

6. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following 
formal matters noted above. Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance 
with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. A 
shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to David A. Rogers whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2205. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - 
Friday (0730 - 1600). If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Hezron E. Williams can be reached on 
(571) 272-2208. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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